
Welcome to the first BEACON newsletter of the year. We’ve got big plans for 2022, build-
ing on the successes of last year. We’re expecting a busy spring and summer of invasive 
species control, habitat restoration and community engagement activities.  
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Environmental Education Sessions 
Our first round of workshops with schools and scout groups is 
now complete! We ran 11 sessions in total and engaged over 
300 children, all funded by the United Utilities CaST Fund. In 
these classroom based sessions, children learned about inva-
sive species and sustainable water use. The sessions included 
arts, crafts, games and teamwork activities to help engage the 
children with the topics. The next phase will run in June, fea-
turing outdoor activities such as river mapping, river safari’s 
and balsam bashing.  

Dog Wood Tatton Park 
Thanks to funding from the Green Recovery Challenge Fund, work 
to create new reedbeds and pools to tackle diffuse pollution and 
improve the condition of the Tatton Mere wetland site is due to 
start in June. This work will take place at Dog Wood, where inlets 
into the Mere carry pollution from highways, homes, agriculture, 
and industry. The existing ditch will be made wider to create pools, 
and woody debris dams installed in appropriate locations to slow 
the flow of water.  This will allow sediment and pollution to settle 
to the bottom of the pool and cleaner water to slowly flow over the 
top of the dam and through newly planted reeds before entering 
Tatton Mere.  Areas of Tufted Hair Grass will also be removed and 
re-planted in newly excavated areas to enable this important wet-
land plant to thrive in wetter conditions on lower ground. 

VOLUNTEERING 
13/04/22  10am—12:30pm River Clean up—The Carrs SK9 4HW 

26/04/22  9:30am—3pm  Stream Clearance—Tatton Park WA16 6SG  
Visit the events page on the Mersey Rivers Trust website for details of our 

upcoming work parties. https://www.merseyrivers.org/index.php/
get-involved/events  

Work Parties 
Work parties have continued throughout the winter, thank you to every-
one who has volunteered their time. With your help we have been able 
to continue with vital habitat restoration work, including controlling 
birch on Lindow Common to restore the valuable lowland, wet heath 
habitat and prevent succession to woodland. River restoration work has 
also taken place at Riverside Park, Macclesfield, where our team in-
stalled some willow spilling to prevent further river bank erosion, and 
reduce nutrients in the soil entering the water.  



Meet Our New Staff Member! 
Hi everyone! My name is Abi Cutler and I’m really excited to be 
joining the Mersey Rivers Trust as a project manager. My role will 
be centred around the River Bollin, and I’ll be working alongside 
Sally to deliver habitat restoration and community engagement and 
education projects. I’m looking forward to getting stuck in and can’t 
wait to meet everyone involved in looking after the Bollin. My back-
ground is in chemistry but after a few years of lab work, I found my 
calling in the environmental sector. I am currently studying a mas-
ter’s degree in Conservation Biology and my previous role was with 
the Lancashire Wildlife Trust, working in practical conservation and 
community engagement in North Manchester.  

Water Friendly Farming 
Since our last newsletter we have worked with 2 farms to  
carry out interventions on their land, which included hard 
standing at cattle drinking points, almost 1km of livestock 
fencing to exclude cattle from the watercourse, new drinking 
points and hard standing at gateways and cattle crossings. 
Other farms that were included in the previous years’ project 
were interested in carrying out interventions but it was the 
wrong time of year for them to do this. 
We have also supported with advice regarding Farming Rules 
for Water, and new grant schemes and Countryside  
Stewardship support soon to be available in the catchment. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
Mersey Rivers Trust 
Tel: 0161 442 8938  

Email: info@merseyrivers.org.uk 
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Save the date!  
Saturday 18th June 2022 – 10am-2pm at Riverside Park , Macclesfield SK10 2SL.  
Join us for a day of nature discovery! We will be running all kinds of nature activ-
ities throughout the day, featuring a range of guided walks and self-led activities 
to choose from! Expect pond dipping, river safaris, bird and butterfly guided 
walks, arts and crafts, face painting, bug hunts and more. We look forward to 
seeing you there.  

INNS Species Control Program 
The invasive species control program has started up for another season. 

Over recent years we have been able to reduce the spread of and the 

abundance of Giant Hogweed and Japanese Knotweed across the Bollin 

catchment, but particularly at Heatley, Lymm and Dunham. Thanks to 

the co-operation of landowners, farmers and their neighbours our  

approach is proving effective. The more landowner participation and 

blanket control we have, the less opportunity there is for re-infestation. 

If you are a landowner interested in getting involved, please contact Sal 

on sally@merseyrivers.org or 079200 95753. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/merseybasin/

